[Measles in the Italian regions: estimate of infection parameters].
Key epidemiological parameters (forces of infection, contact matrices, reproduction ratios) from the basic SEIR age structured model for childhood infectious diseases are estimated for all Italian regions from pre-vaccination case-notification data. Such parameters allow to summarise the pre-vaccination epidemiology of measles in the Italian regions, particularly the amount of effort needed for the eradication of the disease, consistently with the WHO targets. Despite the limited reliability paid to Italian case notifications data, the results show i) that the estimated eradication coverages are nor distant from the levels estimated from Northern-Europe; ii) that regions seemingly demanding the largest eradication effort seem also to be those characterised, up to now, by the lowest coverages; iii) the importance of achieving high coverages without delays in the age of administration of vaccination.